326	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
required in order to obtain a degree in medicine or engineering.
We shall have to have numerous colleges and universities for the
teaching of the science and art of truth and non-violence. Today
society directs its energies to creating new wants and satisfying
them. How do you expect it to turn those energies in the direction
of researches in Ahimsa?"
The doubts and difficulties raised by this correspondent
occur to others also, and I have on various occasions tried
to solve them too. But when the Working Committee of the
Congress has been instrumental in making of Ahimsa a live
issue, it seems necessary to deal with these doubts and
difficulties at some length.
The correspondent doubts in substance the universal
application of Ahimsa, and asserts that society has made
little progress towards it. Teachers like Buddha arose and
made some effort with some little success perhaps in their
lifetime, but society is just where it was in spite of them.
Ahimsa may be good enough to be the duty of an individual;
for society it is good for nothing, and India too will have
to take to violence for her freedom.
The argument is, I think, fundamentally wrong. The
last statement is incorrect inasmuch as the Congress has
adhered to non-violence as the means for the attainment of
Swaraj. It has indeed gone a step further. The question hav-
ing been raised as to whether non-violence continues to be
the weapon against all internal disturbances, the AJ.C.C.
clearly gave the answer in the affirmative. It is only for pro-
tection against outside aggression that the Congress has
maintained that it would be necessary to have an army.
And then even on this matter there was a considerable
body of the members of the A.LC.G. who voted against
the resolution. This dissent has got to be reckoned with
when the question voted upon is one of principle. The Con-
gress policy must always be decided by a majority vote, but
It does not cancel the minority vote. It stands. Where there
is no principle involved and there is a programme* to be
carried out, the minority has got to follow the majority. But
where there is a principle involved, the dissent stands, and it
is bound to express itself in practice when the occasion

